of PERI have produced a new report, Decent Work in America, that introduces the Work Environment Index (WEI). The WEI is the first social indicator that ranks the 50 states and the District of Columbia on the basis of the conditions experienced by people who work for a living or are looking for work.
TOXIC TWELVE: TOP CORPORATE AIR POLLUTERS
PERI has compiled lists of the twelve corporatations in Ohio whose toxic air pollution poses the greatest risks to human health. The lists include not only the names of the corporations, but the location of the polluting facilities and the primary toxic chemicals released. Explains James K. Boyce, director of PERI's environment program: "Our goal is to engender public participation in environmental decision-making, and to help residents translate the right to know into the right to clean air."
ONLINE RESOURCES >>Press release >>Top corporations

Ohio Top Three: Eramet Manganese Oasis Corporation Ford Motor Corporation
CAPITAL FLIGHT AND CAPITAL CONTROLS IN DEVELOPING COUNTRIES
Capital flight -capital trying to escape government controls or the consequences of government policies -presents a serious problem to developing nations; in some countries, most notably in sub-Saharan Africa, the outflow of capital is greater than the inflow of loans. In this new volume, edited by PERI's Gerald Epstein, a team of authors (many of them UMass graduate students) uses a common methodology to analyze capital flight from countries in Africa, South America, East Asia, and the Middle East, analyze the impact of financial liberalization on equity and growth, and suggest several policy options to address this real challenge to development. 
FINANCIALIZATION AND THE WORLD ECONOMY
Financialization (financial markets, financial motives and financial actors in the operations of the economy) diverts resources to speculative investments and increases risks for most workers and middle class investors. A new volume edited by PERI Co-Director Gerald Epstein examines financialization in the context of the US economy, the international monetary system, and provides case studies of economic crises and policy perspectives and alternatives. "The breadth and depth of the analyses in this book," says reviewer Malcolm Sawyer, "will make it a most important contribution to the awareness of the problems raised by financialization and to the development of policy responses." ONLINE RESOURCES: >>More reviews >>Table of contents >>Author interview >>Order book >>Download sample chapters "The breadth and depth of the analyses in this book will make it a most important contribution to the awareness of the problems raised by financialization and to the development of policy responses." -Malcolm Sawyer, University of Leeds
THE FORUM ON SOCIAL WEALTH
The Forum on Social Wealth aims to fashion a new "cognitive frame" that recognizes how families, local communities, online networks, ecological systems and other non-market entities "produce value," not just in an economic sense, but in ways that matter socially, morally, and personally. Other recent research includes economic impact studies of minimum wage and living wage proposals. Her current research interest includes the interaction between minimum wage laws and the Earned Income Tax Credit and the dynamics of the low-wage labor market.
Prior to coming to PERI, Wicks-Lim was a visiting professor at Marlboro College, in Marlboro, Vermont. She has also worked as a research assistant for the Economic Policy Institute and a research associate for Monitoring the Future at the Institute for Social Research at the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor. Heintz is a lead author of UNIFEM's Progress of the World's Women 2005: Women, Work and Poverty. The report "argues that unless governments and policymakers pay more attention to employment, and its links to poverty, the campaign to make poverty history will not succeed, and the hope for gender equality will founder on the reality of women's growing economic insecurity."
ONLINE
Kate Cell Becomes PERI'S Communications Director
In June, Kate Cell joined PERI's staff as Communications Director. Her responsibilities include media and policy outreach, website design and content (including this newsletter), and organizational development and fundraising.
Cell received her BA summa cum laude from Macalester College, where she majored in English (honors) and psychology. She did graduate work at the University of Iowa's Writer's Workshop. Prior to coming to PERI she was Executive Director of Economists for Peace and Security. She is the editor of the EPS Quarterly and serves on the editorial board of a new academic periodical, the Economics of Peace and Security Journal. >>E-mail: kcell@peri.umass.edu
